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2. The Ba`ja dagger: the type (H.G.K.G., C.P.)

• 

• 

• 

• 

(partial) serrated1

• 

(cf.
blank.

• 

-

Fig. 1. Panoramic bird-eye view of Ba`ja before sunset, from South (October 2019). (Photo: H.G.K. Gebel).

Fig. 2. Ba`ja Dagger (F.no 32182.119) from collective 
chamber Burial DG1 in Room DR26.2 (primary context: 
D11/12/21/22: 26, later LPPNB occupation). (Photos/
Drawing: H.G.K. Gebel, C. Purschwitz).
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and non-pointed foliate-type items as we know them e.g. 
e.g. 

cf. 

Fig. 3. Ba`ja Dagger (F.no 52024) from collective pit Burial 
CG1 in Room CR35 (primary context: C10:152, later LPPNB 
occupation). (Photos/Drawing: H.G.K. Gebel, C. Purschwitz).

Fig. 4 (above/below right). Ba`ja Dagger (F.no 92019) 
from single cist-type Burial CG10 “Usaid” in Room CR35 
(primary context: C10:408, later LPPNB occupation). 
(Photos/Drawing: H.G.K. Gebel, C. Purschwitz).
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c
tend to be slim, more bulky and much less pronounced, 

ratio between handles and blades is about 1:2.

be consulted (cf.

2 The parallel 

cf. Muheisen 

Most likely the late 8th

the escarpment, e.g. 

Dagger’s Field & 
Burial No. (Fig.) Measurements (mm) Raw Material, Shape/ Proportions, Damages

Ba`ja Dagger
F.no. 32182.119
Burial No.: DG1
(Fig. 2)

Ba`ja Dagger
F.no. 52024
Burial No.: CG1
(Fig. 3)

-

Ba`ja Dagger
F.no. 92019
Burial No.:CG10

(Fig. 4)

cf. Figs. 2-4).
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found with desert raw materials.

cf. below), 

7) represents a blade knife, which was found in a burnt 

daggers/foliates and related, including the tile implements): blanks, production and products (Graph: H.G.K. Gebel).
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3. Discriminating the type and its 
chronology (C.P., H.G.K.G.)

 (e.g. 

(Vardi 

e.g. 

e.g. 

 in prep. a.

e.g. 

e.g. 

(Rollefson 
 2020) and 

7th e.g. 

e.g. 

(e.g. 

4. Contextual evidence (H.G.K.G., M.B., C.P.)

sepulchral-ritual territoriality (this applies to both their 
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 2006, 

sic!) 

Burial & Dagger’s Field 
No., Room, Square: Locus, 
Occupational Phase (Fig.), 
Previous Publications

Primary Burial Contexts of Daggers

Burial No.: DG1
Dagger F.no. 32182.119

(Figs. 2, 7)
Gebel and Hermansen 2000, 
2001

-early 7

Burial No.: CG1
Dagger F.no. 52024
Room CR35, C10:152

(Figs. 3, 8)
Gebel 

-early 7

 

Dagger F.no. 92019
Room CR35, C10:408

(Figs. 4, 9)
Gebel  
2019

-early  
7

 
-

 

 

Fig. 7. Collective chamber Burial DG1 in Room DR26.2 (primary context: D11/12/21/22: 26, later LPPNB occupation).  
a-b in situ medial fragment of intentionally fractured dagger (F.no 32182.119), resting in the lower part of burial deposits: 
secondary position. Note the pigmented burial sediments and bones (Photos: H.G.K. Gebel).
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burial with an upper and lower part in the northwestern 

Fig. 8. Collective small room pit Burial CG1 in Room CR 35 (primary context: C10:152, later LPPNB occupation). a-b in 
situ complete dagger (F.no F.no 52024), resting on its edge: secondary position? Note the pigmented burial sediments 
(Photos: C. Purschwitz).

Fig. 9. Single cist-type Burial CG10 “Usaid” in Room CR35 (primary context: C10:408, later LPPNB occupation). a in situ 
b stone slab cover of burial 

between a and c c burial (Photos: H.G.K. Gebel, M. Benz).
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and a complete basalt pestle, cf.

at or pushed to the northeastern border of the burial pit.

5. Biographical stages and 

6 become the essential source 

cf. below).

 in prep. b.
 

in the eastern or western steppes).

workshops in the steppe areas (which must not 
necessarily mean that the skills for parallel and direct 

e.g. 

been used as a tool7

8

cf. also the comments by 

burials (e.g. in 

see 

for this article.
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(e.g. cf. 

to help the dead to stay members of the community in 

broken items to the burial for less prominent dead, or by 
e.g. 

6. A replicative study for the chaîne 
opératoire of the Ba`ja daggers (D.Š.)

chaîne opératoire, presented 

cf. endnote 2).10

Stage 1: Raw material selection
Raw material selection preferably should consider 

Stage 2: Establishment of bifacial platform and 
primary reduction

nodule and the establishment of a bifacial platform by 

Stage 3a: Initial bifacial thinning and shaping

is the alternate use of smaller soft hammerstones in 

Stage 3b: Advanced bifacial thinning and shaping

the platform.
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Stage 4: Final shaping and edge serration

cf. also 

7. Social, ritual and symbolic 
frameworks (H.G.K.G., M.B.)

e.g. in settlement 

.

(e.g. 

the steppe for the dead, who had connections to, or came 

dispositions: The sepulchral spheres of that time most likely 
were an essential part of social life, especially insofar that 

cf

chaîne opératoire. a) Stage 1: selected raw material: lenticular 

 c) Stage 3a: early bifacial thinning and shaping by direct 
  

a product by a near-end breakage (Photos: D. Štefanisko).
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end of the habitus-ideocracy polarity, cf.

cf.

and had a period of performance and status-support for 

personally owned and transferable (e.g. inheritable) 
e.g. the khanjars

(commodity by status) for especially the sepulchral 

community, primi inter pares 11

i.e. 

a 

funeral rituality and its termination symbolism. These 

12

mace head fractured 

8. Summary (H.G.K.G., M.B., C.P., D.Š.)

domains.

1. 

-
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2. 

steppes (e.g. 

-

the preferred albeit less risky method once possible in 
-

-
-

6. 

were also inhabitants or users of the steppe, a direct 

7. 

8. 

unharmed in the demand area. Aside from their other 

-

social function.

-

-

sepulchral rite has yet to be tested.
10. 

inter pares

-

11. -

-

12. 

social disconnection.
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family with whom we shared and continue to share 

Notes
1

2

-

c

cf.

of penetration.
6

7

reasons, it cannot be assumed that they were tools 

replaceable elements of composite sickles, a used 

re-furbished easily. These practical reasons also do 

on the other hand, increase the showiness and 

8

entitled person.

10
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11

12 This separation of burial could also indicate a 

e.g. 

-
erties, bodily appearance, performance capacities 

prima inter pares 

 in prep. b.
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